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Agenda
• Right to Charge
• History & Timeline 
• Design Guideline
• Community Considerations

• Assigned/Open Parking & Communal Use
• Private Property Exterior Installations 

• Example Installations 
• Resources 
• Q  &  A

Disclaimer
This information is not intended to be insurance, legal, or management advice.  

You are encouraged to seek support from your respective vendors for counsel/advice. 



Right to Charge
• 55.1-1823.1 of the POAA and 55.1-1962.1 of the Condominium Act
• Except to the extent that the recorded governing documents or condominium instruments provides 

otherwise, no association shall prohibit any owner from installing an electric vehicle charging 
station of the owner’s personal use on the property owned by the lot owner or within the 
boundaries of a unit or limited common element parking space appurtenant to the unit owned by 
the unit owner. 

• Any owner installing an electric vehicle charging station shall indemnify and hold the association 
harmless from all liability, including reasonable attorney fees incurred by the association, resulting 
from a claim, arising out of the installation, maintenance, operation, or use of such electric 
charging station. 

• The association may require the owner to obtain and maintain insurance covering claims and 
defenses of claims related to the installation maintenance, operation, or use of the electric vehicle 
charging stations and require the association to be included as a named insured on such policy. 

• Section 55.1-1823.1 of the POAA provides that an association can prohibit or restrict the 
installation of electric vehicle charging stations on the common area and may establish reasonable 
restrictions as to the number, size, place, and manner of placement or installation of electric 
vehicle charging stations on the common area. 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title55.1/chapter18/section55.1-1823.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/55.1-1962.1/


History & Timeline
• The DRB previously approved various installations in the past without a design 

guideline.  Cluster owners wanted more specifics on how they can install EVCS within 
a cluster. 

• The RA Board gave directive to covenants staff to help support clusters considering 
installation of EVCS and to potentially create a design guideline to address EVCS.  

• A study was completed by Kimley Horn (and presented to the RA Board at their 
meeting on May 27, 2021) related to transitioning all RA owned vehicles to EV within 
10 years and the viability of having EVCS at RA owned facilities. 

• A draft guideline was presented to the DRB in July 2021 and requested edits were 
presented at their meeting on August 18, 2021.

• A public hearing for the design guideline was held by the DRB on September 21, 
2021.

• The EVCS Design Guideline for “All Properties” was adopted on October 28, 2021



Design Guideline
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Assigned/Open Parking & Communal Use
• The DRB encourages communal installations to avoid “hodge podge” look 

throughout the cluster 
• Determine if the installation is for exclusive use of one lot or communal use 

for all owners and guests.
• Additional considerations for communal installations:

• Community/Owner engagement
• Signage and lighting
• Power Source (transformer, light pole, etc.) 
• Location
• Installation cost? Policy on use? Cost of use (if any)?
• Cord concealment/location
• Use regulation/restriction



Private Property Installations in Clusters
• Right To Charge Law Applies
• Excludes installations inside the home 

(garage)
• Mostly will pertain to clusters which have: 

• Lot owned parking pads or driveways
• Unit owned carports 
• Single family or attached homes, with 

privately owned parking areas
• These clusters should consider adopting a 

design/location/color standard
• Location should be as inconspicuous as 

possible
• First application approved may become the 

design standard reference for future 
applications



Example DRB Approved Installations



DRB Application Considerations

• Location of all 
components (pedestal, 
circuit breaker, cables 
and cords, etc.)

• Broader scope of 
notification

• Joint application



Resources
• Design Guideline (RA website) 
• EVCS Folder (Cluster Resource Hub on RA website) 
• Fairfax County Permit
• Dominion Energy 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/92yf2qf55okaln2/Electric%20Vehicle%20Charging%20Stations%20%28EVCS%29%20-%20All%20Properties.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nxuanbr5ly2yu73/AACjVvDnXHhUHivt4As6OsLia?dl=0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/electric-vehicle-charging-stations
https://www.dominionenergy.com/virginia/save-energy/electric-vehicles


Q  &  A

REZA KOOSHA-MIRSAIDI, P.E.
SENIOR ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

RKOOSHAMIRSADI@FALCONENGINEERING.COM
Office 908-595-0050 ext 232

Direct 908-698-4711
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